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surfaces, as is the case with iodoform. Unlike the latter, aristol has not an 
unpleasant odor. 

The Action of Salicylic Acid upon the Uterus. 

Link art ( Wiener rat'd. Pres*e, 1890, No. 49) has found that salicylate 
of sodium causes relaxation of the uterus, but is antagonized by moderate 
doses of ergot. In the case of a patient with rheumatism, who was under 
observation for two years, whenever the former drug was administered alone 
she complained of pelvic pain and profuse menstruation, but if ergot was 
given beforehand these symptoms did not appear. 

The Use of the Constant Current in Gynecology. 

Noeggerath (Centralblattfur Gyniikologie, July 5, 1890) criticises a recent 
enthusiastic paper by Saulmann, in which the latter stated that in every case 
of uterine fibroma treated by him the haemorrhage ceased after the use of the 
constant current. “ Who then,” Noeggerath pertinently inquires, “will now 
venture to perform myomotomy, since haemorrhage can be controlled in four 
seances at the most?” As opposed to Saulmann’s statement, he quotes from 
the records of Apostoli’s clinic,.in which it was admitted that out of forty-six 
patients who had submitted to the electrical treatment, twelve were either 
not relieved, or lost more blood than before. He furthermore shows that a 
current of such high intensity as that which Saulmann habitually uses (175 
milliampfires) is not borne by many patients, and, in short, that the loose 
statements of the ultra-enthusiasts tend to cast discredit upon a method of 
treatment the efficacy of which in suitable cases has been well established. 

The Treatment of Uterine Fibro-myomata by Apostoli’s Method. 

Englemann, of Kreuznach [Deutsche med. Wochenschri/t, July 3,1890), from 
careful clinical studies, arrives at the following conclusions : 1, a retrograde 
metamorphosis in the tumor sufficient to cause a sensible diminution in its 
size is seldom observed. Such changes as occur are probably electrolytic, 
and are confined to the immediate neighborhood of one pole; 2, the diseased 
endometrium is principally affected by the electrical treatment, as shown by 
the disappearance of haemorrhage and leucorrhceal discharge; 3, pressure- 
symptoms are always relieved, as well as reflex nervous disturbances; 4, 
although this method of treatment does not offer great advantages over those 
hitherto practised in cases of uterine fibroid, the latter are still so imperfect 
that the electrical treatment should be regarded as a valuable adjunct to our 
previous means of therapy. 

Contributions to the Study of Gonorrhoea in the Female. 

Wertheim (Wiener Min. Wochenschrift, 1890, No. 25) reports five cases of 
gonorrheeal salpingitis in which he was able to demonstrate positively the 
presence of gonococci not only in the purulent secretion, but in the wall of 
the tube. He believes that when the cocci cannot be found in a case of 
gonorrhcea of the tube, it is because they are either present in small num- 
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bers, or have already been destroyed, since the inflammatory process which 
they set up may, of course, persist after they have disappeared. In proof of 
this, he calls attention to the fact that, side by side with typical gonococci, 
he frequently observed bodies of irregular shape which did not stain readily, 
and yet bore such a close resemblance to the former that they could only be 
regarded as cocci which were undergoing retrograde changes. Why they 
should persist in the tube for a year after infection in one instance and for 
only a short time in another, it is impossible to determine. The writer was 
the first to discover these microorganisms in the wall of the tube. 

Pulsation in an Ovarian Cyst. 

Gersuny ( Centralblatt fiir Gi/ndkologie, April 26, 1890) describes a case of 
ovarian cystoma, over the entire upper surface of which (as well as per 
vaginam) could be seen and felt a marked pulsation, while two distinct mur¬ 
murs could be heard on auscultation. The cyst proved to be intra-ligamentous, 
and was pressed backward in such a way as to overlie the aorta, the pulsa¬ 
tion of which was doubtless transmitted through it. The reporter thought 
that this pulsation, transmitted in all directions, was peculiar to retroperi¬ 
toneal cysts. 


Secondary Perineorrhaphy. 

Under this head Saurenhaus ( Centralblatt fiir Gyniikologie, May 8, 1890) 
reported, at a recent meeting of the Berlin Obstetrical Society, twenty cases 
in which he repaired laceration of the perineum at periods varying from five 
to twenty days after the original injury, with only two failures. The surfaces 
were freshened by the scissors or sharp spoon, and were united by a con¬ 
tinuous catgut suture. In the discussion which followed the reading of the 
paper the consensus of opinion was in favor of using the continuous catgut 
suture for the immediate repair of perineal lacerations. 

Treatment of Endometritis. 

Terrillon (Bull, g'enirale de Thempeutique, August 15, 1890) believes that 
endometritis is either of septic (puerperal) or of gonorrhreal, less often of 
traumatic, origin. Local treatment is alone effective, and is not followed by 
bad results so long as strict antisepsis is practised. The cervical canal should 
first be dilated, preferably by Yulliet’s method, which is less painful and 
irritating than rapid dilatation, after which curetting or local applications 
may be employed. 

Temporary Paralysis of the Intestines after Laparotomy. 

Terrillon ( Revue de Chirurgie, 1890, No. 10) reports a fifth series of thirty- 
five cases of ovariotomy (with one death) among which was a case of intestinal 
obstruction due to pure paralysis of the muscular coat of the gut, which re¬ 
sisted several applications of the faradic current, but after four days yielded 
spontaneously. As the operation was prolonged, the writer is inclined, with 
Olshausen, to attribute this phenomenon to long exposure of the intestines 



